
 

 

 

DOGU™ PENDANT - MODELLING WITH LIGHT  

Press release 

 

Republic of Fritz Hansen™ and Lightyears™ welcome the Danish artist, ceramicist and designer 

Michael Geertsen into their design family with the Dogu™ lamp, which is a perfect reflection of Fritz 

Hansen’s passion for great design with its simple and clean design idiom. 2018 marks an expansion of 

the Fritz Hansen universe with several new and old designs, which all have in common their aesthetic 

and idiomatic abilities to challenge and complement Fritz Hansen’s philosophy of creating timeless 

design.  

 

SENSUOUS NORDIC LIGHT IN JAPANESE STYLE 

Semi-transparent, sculptural and sensuous characterise the Dogu™ lamp by the versatile artist Michael 

Geertsen, whose art is inspired by the correlation between sculpture and functionality. The Dogu lamp 

is quite similar to Geertsen’s art with its organic silhouette and smooth surface. The name "Dogu” is 

Japanese and refers to the traditional ceramic figures shaped like animals and manlike creatures and 

more than 10,000 years old. They had no utility value; however, they had great immaterial and 

emotional function. In the shape of Geertsen’s modern Dogu lamp, these properties are combined in a 

useful and aesthetic function. The moulded lamp shade is made of bone china, a semi-transparent 

material made of white clay with bone ash, which gives it a sensuous and light expression. The lamp 



 

 

casts a soft and golden light, which characterises the Nordic tradition of applying light to bring out a 

certain mood and atmosphere. The small irregularities of the bone china resemble the natural marks of 

e.g. natural leather and add life and personality to the material, which accentuate the unique diversity of 

the lamps.  

Dogu is curved from the cord to the base - from the bone china lamp shade to the aluminium 

suspension. This suspension has small gaps, which cast the light upwards. The result is a pleasant, 

soft and diffused light.  

 

MICHAEL GEERTSEN (1966- ) 

Michael Geertsen from Denmark 

was born in 1966 and finished his 

apprenticeship as a ceramicist in 

1988. He graduated from the 

department of Industrial Design at 

The Royal Danish Academy of 

Fine Arts, School of Design in 

1993, where he gained a deep 

understanding of the Danish 

design principles regarding the 

integrity of shapes and the 

sensitivity of materials. At the 

same time, Geertsen’s designs 

represent an exceptional courage 

that exists somewhere between 

art, craftsmanship and design. During his career, Geertsen has developed his own unique design 

expression in his sculptural ceramics - a design expression which is also reflected in his designs for 

Lightyears. Both as an artist and as a designer, Michael Geertsen deconstructs and interprets classic, 

ceramic objects and his fascination of cylindrical and conic contours are both evident and enthralling in 

his lamp design.  

Michael Geertsen’s art can be seen at the Metropolitan Museum and MAD/Museum of Arts and Design 

in New York, as well as in The Victoria and Albert Museum in London and many other places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DOWNLOAD PRESS KIT HERE 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Republic of Fritz Hansen™ is an exclusive brand founded in Denmark in 1872 with the mission of crafting timeless design. Today, Fritz Hansen is a global 
player with concept stores and retail outlets around the world. The Fritz Hansen collection comprises world-famous classics and contemporary furniture 
products, all developed in collaboration with leading international designers such as Arne Jacobsen, Poul Kjærholm, Piero Lissoni, Kasper Salto and Jaime 
Hayon. We also offer an exclusive range of home interior accessories with our Objects collection. In 2015, Fritz Hansen acquired the Danish lighting 
manufacturer Lightyears, which produces contemporary lamps created with Danish and international designers such as Cecilie Manz, GamFratesi, Jo 
Hammerborg, Iskos-Berlin, KiBiSi, Jørn Utzon and Christian Dell. We believe that a single design object – be it furniture, lighting, or an accessory piece – 
can dramatically enhance an entire space and the experiences of the people who live or work there. We design beautiful furniture without compromising on 
comfort, and continuously strive to strengthen our position among the absolute global elite of design, luxury and lifestyle brands. 
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